GPSmap 76CSx Basic Options Setup     by Chris Williams
Adapted with permission from an article by Brett Hardin on setting up GPS 76S
Display formats:  
· MENU>MENU>Setup>Units, Position Format = hddd° mm.mmm’, Map Datum = WGS 84
or
· MENU>MENU>Setup>Units, Position Format = British Grid, Map Datum = Ord Srvy GB (for UK XC League)
· MENU>MENU>Setup>Heading, North Reference = True
Turn compass off  
This gets rid of the "Hold Level" message, saves battery and prevents confusion
· Press and hold PAGE for Compass Turned Off message. (If you get Compass Turned On message, repeat)  
Set up Guidance Method:  
· MENU>MENU>Setup>Routing, Guidance method = Off Road

Setup Track log:  
· MENU>MENU>Tracks>Setup, Wrap When Full = deselect (no tick), Record Method = Time, Interval = 00hrs 00min 03sec (You can also record tracks to your data card which will record “a large number” of track points depending on the capacity of your microSD card.  These are saved as .gpx files.)  Data Card Setup>Log Track To Data Card = select (tick)
· MENU>MENU> Setup>Map>Maps Setup – Tracks (press rocker to right or left until title bar displays Maps Setup - Tracks)  Track Points = 10000 (the maximum - 6 hours in the air at 3 second interval will use 7200 track points)
Task Preparation

Set waypoint transition to Manual or Distance:  
· MENU>MENU>Routes>MENU>Off Road Transition, Route Leg Transition = Manual or Distance
If using Distance, set Radius to briefed waypoint radius minus 10 metres (this ensures a good chance of a track point placement within the radius waypoint circle) e.g. for a 400m radius set 390.0 m

If using Manual, when flying to the next turn point after the start of the race, and once you leave your start cylinder, manually activate the GPS to navigate to the next turn point by pressing OUT (or, to go back to a previous waypoint, press IN).

Draw circles around waypoint:  
· MENU>MENU>Proximity>line with dashes only>Waypoints>select desired waypoint>Use or move highlight to the radius column if your desired waypoint is there already.  ENTER  and select 0.40 km (i.e. 400 metres or the specified radius if different).  This draws a circle of the specified radius around your turn point.  Spend 3 seconds inside the circle and you have achieved your turn point (no need to overfly the actual turn point or spend longer inside)

(If you wish you can enable Proximity Alarm Tones>Proximity Alarms = select (tick) and choose a tone which will notify you (with a beep and a screen message) when you are entering the turn point circle.  However, I suspect you are unlikely to hear the tone, the message requires you to press ENTER to cancel it and you receive another message on leaving the cylinder which also requires cancelling.  Not worth it, imho.)
Create the Task (enter a route)
· MENU>MENU>Routes>New><Select Next Point>>Waypoints>waypoints  Build a route by entering waypoints from the list of uploaded waypoints.  The first waypoint on your route list should be the launch waypoint.  The reason you do this is so you can easily set your GO TO to be the first waypoint.  (FIND>Waypoints>your launch waypoint>Go To)  

You can then check the route waypoints are in the correct order and that the distance makes sense.
· MENU>MENU>Routes>Saved Routes Toggle through the waypoints and the distance between the highlighted waypoint and the previous one is shown in Leg Dist.  Use Map to check its location.
Final launch preparation 
Clear Your Track Log On Internal Memory And Card
· MENU>MENU>Tracks>Clear>Yes  (the Track Log display will clear to 0%, but then change to 1% as it starts recording immediately).  
· Select any Saved Tracks>ENTER>Delete>Yes.  
· Select Setup>Data Card Setup>Delete All>Yes (The Data Card display will NOT go to 0% if you have waypoints etc stored.  Once deleted Data Card Tracks will quickly show a new .gpx file with today’s date.  This is ok.)
Activate the Route
· MENU>MENU>Routes>select your saved route>Navigate  The Map page will now show your route, complete with radius circles.  
· PAGE  to return to the Active Route 

The flashing icon will indicate which waypoint is CURRENTLY being navigated to. Occasionally the GPS will navigate to the second or even third waypoint in the list - don't worry; to tell the GPS to navigate to the start (the first waypoint in the route), (FIND>Waypoint), select the start cylinder waypoint and ENTER>Go To.  Pressing PAGE will confirm that the desired waypoint has the flashing icon.
What You See And Do When Flying
I like to fly using the compass page which shows the large pointer in the dial. This pointer indicates what direction the next waypoint lies.  Some people like using the Map page. To set up the number of data fields in the Compass or Map page
· MENU>Data Fields.  I like 4 data fields in Compass, but only 2 in Map.  
To set up the content of the data fields
· MENU>Change Data Fields>select the field>make your choice.  When finished press QUIT.  I use Waypoint At Next to confirm that I’m heading for the correct waypoint, Time of Day so you know when the race starts, Distance to Next and Glide Ratio to Destination.  After the start of the race and during a glide, I change the Time of Day to Glide Ratio.
